
Sample Letter for Representatives or Senators. 

While this one is specific to SB 0258, the Commercial Breeder Act, with modification, it could be used for others.

Remember:

· Keep the tone polite and professional. While you may feel like calling them a filthy scum-sucking parasite, doing so will not further your cause.
· Brevity is an asset. Stick to one issue at a time. If there is more than one thing/bill that concerns you, write another letter or email.
· If this person represents your district, it’s good to mention that in your introduction.
· State clearly your standpoint, whether writing to oppose something, or urge its passage.
· Back up your argument with two or three reasons.
· Be sure to give your full name, and it’s a good idea to include your address, at least the city of residence.
· Thank them for considering your concerns.
Sample Letter - you might want to rephrase it in your own words to prevent it having a form letter feel. If you are sending it as a couple or family, change the singular to plural where appropriate.

Dear Senator/Representative __________:

Opening 1: 

As a resident of (Senate/House) District XXXX, I am writing to express my concerns over the proposed Senate Bill SB0258 (or HB 0386), titled the “Commercial Breeder Act,” and urge you to oppose this Bill should it come up for a vote. I think this is a very bad bill for the following reasons:

Opening 2: 

I am voter in your District, and am also a dog owner/lover and/or participant in showing dogs/dog obedience (or other dog-related activity). I am very concerned about the proposed SB 0258 (HB 0386), the Commercial Breeder Act, as I feel it will have a detrimental effect on the owning and breeding of dogs in Tennessee, for the following reasonsThe language is overly vague and ambiguous, leaving too much room for interpretation.

(You can select some of these, or you may have your own, particularly if you go read the bill.)

1. The limit of 20 female dogs seem arbitrary and not based on any sort of factual data.
2. A better bill would be more specific about what constitutes unhealthy, unsafe, unsanitary or inhumane conditions for maintaining breeding stock, rather than simply setting arbitrary numbers for what constitutes a commercial breeder.
3. As written, the bill would seem to affect legitimate, well-run boarding facilities, rescues and other groups which might from time to time exceed the limits imposed by this bill.
4. The costs of enforcing the provisions of this bill could be considerable.
While I do not want to see puppies bred and raised in inhumane, unsanitary conditions, I am do not believe that this bill would really bring an end to the type of operation which we all would like to see eliminated. Instead I feel it would adversely affect legitimate dog interests in Tennessee, and again I urge you to oppose this bill, should it come to a vote.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

John and/or Jane Q. Dogowner

Woofertown, TN


